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Happy, Healthy, Successful, Lifelong Learners

We are looking for parents who would like to 
volunteer in the school canteen on Friday’s.  No 
experience necessary.

We are also seeking anyone who would like to 
help with contacting our new reading resources.  
All supplies and training provided.

Please contact the school office if you are 
interested.

Can you help?

TERM 3 AUGUST 2020 :  WEEK 4

DATES TO REMEMBER

August 2020

24 Soccer Gala Day

26 The Silly Scientist STEM Show K-6

31 Touch Football Gala Day

September 2020

2 Netball Gala Day

10 Football Gala Day

21
Combined Athletics Competition with 

Athletics Carnival - Mingara Athletics Track

25 Last Day Term 3

October 2020

12 School Resumes all Students

30 Oakvale Farm Excursion (Kindergarten)

PAYMENTS DUE

$26.00 K-2 SiSA Gymnastics

$6.00 The Silly Scientist STEM Show K-6

$40.00 Voluntary School Contribution

ERINA HEIGHTS PS news
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Principal Update
Education Week
It was wonderful celebrating Education Week, 
although we would have loved to be able to celebrate 
by welcoming the community into the school, we 
were grateful to be able to connect in other ways. 
Students and teachers alike enjoyed participating in 
online Kahoot with families, some were excited to 
share their success at beating parents and others 
shared surprise at the fact that parents won. Our 
book fair was one of our most successful yet and 
it was great to see the excitement as students 
came in to make their purchases. I would like to 
acknowledge the work of Tara our office manager 
and Anna Bailey in coordinating and running the 
book fair. Our dress up character day was also a 
huge success and created a lot of excitement for 
students and staff. 
Although we can’t come together in person, we as 
a staff are all very grateful for the ongoing support 
and connection with our whole school community. 

Central Coast Award of Appreciation
Congratulations to Lee Baldock and Dale Stahl on each 
receiving Public Education Awards of Appreciation. 
These were presented in front of students as the 
usual presentation was unable to go ahead due 
to restrictions. Lee and Dale were recognised 
for their ongoing leadership and commitment 
to students, staff and parents at Erina Heights. 

External Validation
Our school has just worked through External 
Validation which is a mandatory process where 
schools discuss and make judgements about school 
practices against the domains of Learning, Teaching 
and Leading. We provide evidence that supports the 
judgements we make and compile this information 
in a document that is then submitted to an external 
panel who analyse the judgements the school has 
made and either support these judgements or 
adjust based on feedback and recommendations. 
This has been a long process and has been a team 
effort. I would like to acknowledge the hard work 
and dedication of Lisa Lewis, Anna Bailey and 
Chloe Clarke who made up the team of executive 
working through this process. I would also like to 
acknowledge Tara and Rachael in the office who 
were always on call to assist throughout the whole 
process. 

Silly Scientist Incursion
Notes were sent home this week for an exciting 
incursion that will be happening during Science 
Week for all students K-6. This is a fantastic, 
curriculum-based incursion designed to ignite 
student engagement in science and STEM/STEAM 
through interactive experiments, music and comedy. 
The topics covered link strongly to themes studied 
in class and include:
• Physical Sciences
• Chemical Sciences
• Earth and Space
• Biological Sciences
• The Arts
• Technology and Mathematics
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Principal Update
Kindergarten Orientation
The Department has asked that all plans for 
Kindergarten Orientation be placed on hold for 
Term 3. We do have a plan in place for Term 4 
pending department approval. If orientation should 
run according to this plan, all sessions will run on 
Wednesday mornings Weeks 2-6.
We have started a ClassDojo group for all parents 
who have already enrolled their child/ren for 
Kindergarten 2021.  This is a great way for us to 
connect while we are not able to hold the on site 
orientations.

Afternoon pick up
Afternoon pick up is becoming very chaotic. We 
seek your assistance in following the process that 
is in place. 
3-6 (and siblings) pick up – from 2:35pm
K-2 pick up – NOT before 2:45pm
Please be advised, any K-2 parent who arrives 
before 2:45pm, will be asked to do a lap around the 
block to prevent congestion in the Kiss and Go zone 
and keep students safe. 

Staff Development Day
For our Staff Development Day at the beginning 
of this term all staff from Erina Heights enjoyed a 
team building day out at Glenworth Valley. This was 
a great start to the term. Staff enjoyed some very 
competitive activities and lots of laughs throughout 
the day. After working through such challenging 
times throughout Term 2, this was such a positive 
and uplifting start to Term 3. 

As part of our vision for continuous improvement 
for students, staff and the school, we are 
updating our school logo. The new logo will 
be part of the school’s uniform upgrade, 
which will be ready for the 2021 school year. 
 
The school engaged a graphic designer who 
considered information about our local 
community and the new vision for teaching 
and learning at Erina Heights Public School. 
 
Some of the words and phrases which contributed 
to the design included: 
* Unlocking the brilliance 
* Educational growth
* Growing students through rich learning 
opportunities
* Books open our minds to a whole new world
* Students flourish 
* Reaching for greatness
 
We are seeking community input and ask that 
you choose your preferred logo, considering the 
statements which contributed to the design process. 
If there are any other words or phrases that you feel 
resonate with the logo of your choice, please include 
them. These will support the development of our 
new 2021-2024 School Plan and School Vision.

Please use the following link to complete the survey.  
The survey will be open until Wednesday August 19. 
https://forms.gle/DJLnXxxPzMiYW6Q2A
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Education Week
Erina Heights Public School Debating Team
We started Education Week with our first interschool 
debate for the year. Our Stage 3 debating team 
consisted of Maddox G, Taylor R, Imogen R and 
Amelia G.  They participated in an online debate 
against Kincumber Public School. The topic the 
teams chose to debate was ‘A panel of student 
leaders should decide how misbehaving students 
are punished’. This was a difficult topic to choose 
and the adjudicator commented on the difficulty of 
this topic and was impressed by both teams’ efforts 
in their first debate. Erina Heights Public School 
were the negative team, arguing that the Student 
Leaders should not be deciding on their peers’ 
punishments. The team did a fantastic job though 
we narrowly lost this debate.  We are very proud 
of the team’s efforts and are looking forward to our 
next debate.
Miss Faulks and Miss Barker

Despite not being able to have our usual Book 
Parade this year, the students and teachers of EHPS 
did not disappoint and a fantastic day was had by 
all. We saw lots of amazing costumes, big smiles 
and a real celebration of all things literature.

Our Book Fair ran over two days, with students 
flocking to buy amazing books and stationery items. 
We had our biggest year yet, with over $4000 in 
sales, which is wonderful! Rewards go to Scholastic 
and Schools Essential purchases for our school. 
Thank you to all our families who supported the 
Erina Heights Public School Book Fair.

Among those choosing their books were the winners 
of the Education Week competition. K-2 students 
participated in a colouring competition, while our 
3-6 students participated in a ‘Put Yourself in the 
Picture’ competition, where they picked a scene 
form a book and put themselves in the scene by 
writing from a different perspective or as if they 
were there. The results were amazing!

Our winners were:
Kindergarten: Will from KC
Year 1: Odette from S1B
Year 2: Ivy from S1/2D
Year 3: Jackson from S1/2D
Year 4: Annabelle from S2/3A
Year 5: Emily from S3S
Year 6: Daisy-Mena from S2/3A

Thank you to all students and staff who made this 
event a success, despite COVID restrictions. We 
hope to see you all again for our parade next year.
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Education Week



ERINA HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOL NEWS  | page 6Happy, Healthy, Successful, Lifelong Learners

Education Week
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Education Week
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Stage 1 Rumbalara Excursion
On Wednesday and Thursday this week, Stage 1 
went on an excursion to Rumbalara Reserve. We 
had a short bus trip to Yaruga Lookout where we 
participated in mapping activities and studying 
man-made and natural uses of Rumbalara Reserve. 
We went on a bushwalk through Rumbalara Reserve 
observing animal shelters, types of plants and had 
discussions of Aboriginal cultures and current uses 
of the Gosford area. We explored animal habitats, 
and built Gunya’s with twigs, branches and bark. 
A huge thanks to Christine, Jane and Michelle from 
Rumbalara Environmental Education Centre for 
leading us on our excursion. 
We all had an amazing time in our outdoor classroom, 
exploring and learning about our local environment 
and walking through Rumbalara Reserve.

La Verne Lanning
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School News
Congratulations to Will D S2/3A
Will competed in the East Competition for Basketball 
in Newcastle last weekend. The team were 
competing in Division 2, however, they performed 
so well that they have been moved up to Division 1.

Congratulations Will!  You are such a quiet achiever 
and a great team player!  We wish you the best of 
luck this weekend as you move into the Division 1 
competition.

Anna Bailey

Sports in Schools Australia
Our Sports in Schools Australia (SISA) program has 
recommenced for our students in K-2. It was a very 
welcomed addition for our students who were 
delighted to be out enjoying fun sporting challenges 
with the SiSA teachers. SiSA will be running two 
integrated units within our school (Gymnastics and 
Fundermental Movement Skills) for the remainder 
of Term 3. Pictured below are our fabulous Early 
Stage 1 and Stage 1 students participating in a wide 
range of activities.
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Student Permissions Form
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School News

Premiers Reading Challenge
NEW BOOK UPDATE FOR TERM 3
New books have been added to the booklist! Visit 
the Booklists page (https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/
prc/booklist/home.html) to check out the 107 new 
titles you can add to your reading record as part 
of the Challenge, and don’t forget to enter your 
reading record by Friday August 28. 
If you need help with completing your reading 
record, please contact your class teacher school 
PRC Coordinator (Mrs Thaler).

Congratulations to the following students who 
have already completed this year’s challenge
Kindergarten - Dorothy G, Amelia R, Archie W
Stage 1 - Elisia W
Stage 2 - Isla L, Lara M, Lana W, Zoe Y
Stage 3 - Allira C, Emmie C, Rhett J, Carmen M, 
Daisy-Mena P

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 
Students with Disability (NCCD)
Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the 
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 
Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process 
requires schools to identify information already 
available in the school about supports provided to 
students with disability. These relate to legislative 
requirements under the Disability Discrimination 
Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 
2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019). 
Information provided about students to the 
Australian Government for the NCCD includes:
• year of schooling
• category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory 
or social/emotional
• level of adjustment provided: support provided 
within quality differentiated teaching practice, 
supplementary, substantial or extensive.
This information assists schools to:
• formally recognise the supports and adjustments 
provided to students with disability in schools 
• consider how they can strengthen the support of 
students with disability in schools
• develop shared practices so that they can review 
their learning programs in order to improve 
educational outcomes for students with disability.
The NCCD provides state and federal governments 
with the information they need to plan more broadly 
for the support of students with disability.
The NCCD will have no direct impact on your 
child and your child will not be involved in any 
testing process. The school will provide data to 
the Australian Government in such a way that no 
individual student will be able to be identified – the 
privacy and confidentiality of all students is ensured. 
All information is protected by privacy laws that 
regulate the collection, storage and disclosure of 
personal information. To find out more about these 
matters, please refer to the Australian Government’s 
Privacy Policy (https://www.education.gov.au/
privacy-policy).
Further information about the NCCD can be found 
on the NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au).
If you have any questions about the NCCD, please 
contact the school. 
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Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD)



ERINA HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOL NEWS  | page 13Happy, Healthy, Successful, Lifelong Learners

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD)
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Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD)


